WEEKLY
REPORT
20/03/19
Maritime Security | Underwater Services | Operations Support | Agency Services
London | Lomé | Cotonou | Lagos

ARC Weekly Report - 20th March 2019
Contents
Maritime Security Incidents

Page

Nigeria
Recent History & Trends

2
3

Militancy, Community Conflict and Industrial 4
Action
West Africa Shipping News

5

Africa Risk Compliance
Headquartered in London, UK and with branch offices in Lomé, Togo, Cotonou, Benin and
Lagos, Nigeria, Africa Risk Compliance Limited (ARC) was established to bring together a
team of Africa experts to address challenges faced by those operating in Africa. With
roots in the security sector, our key service offering is the management and arrangement
of security in the complex jurisdictions of the nations around the Gulf of Guinea.
ARC's range of services in West Africa include Security, Underwater Services,
Operational Support and Agency Services, acting on behalf of our clients to advise and
guide on the options available, allowing improved and informed decision making. Our
depth of knowledge and experience in West Africa has resulted in the development of
our business offerings that go far beyond basic security, meaning that our clients can rest
assured that their assets and people are safe when ARC are engaged. We take pride in
the fact that on so many occasions and with any range of problems encountered, from
immigration to marine equipment procurement, we have always been positioned to
support our clients need.
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Maritime Security Incidents - Nigeria

Reports
No incidents to report from 13th to 20th March 2019

Analysis
Following the successful kidnapping from the vessel MV E Francis last week, there has been the usual lull in
maritime security incidents following a succesful kidnap of crew.
As mentioned in last week's report, the events surrounding the attack on the MV E Francis should be studied
by those deploying and employing armed escort vessels, particularly the following questions:
- What happens if the client vessel is attacked by two pirate boats, and which should the escort vessel
engage first?
- Could the crew on board the client vessel have done more to protect themselves? In particular, did the crew
muster in the citadel fast enough, and was the citadel secure enough?
- Does the escort vessel provide sufficient ballistic protection to the security personnel on board? Cheaper
escort vessels likely do not carry ballistic protection.
- Could more be done to secure the client vessel, such as alternative security options, such as embarked
armed and unarmed personnel?
- Could the client vessel sail a different route further offshore or away from areas that pirates have been
continuously reported for the last week?

Current Threat Level: HIGH
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Maritime Security - Recent History and Trends
Port Security Statistics
Number of incidents in last 6 months

Terminals and Anchorages with highest
number of incidents in last 6 months

Lagos
Takoradi
Onne
Conakry
Pointe Noire
Lomé
Abidjan

Secure Anchorage Area, Lagos
Takoradi Anchorage
STS and Main Anchorage, Lagos
Federal Lighter Terminal, Onne
Conakry Anchorage
Pointe Noire Anchorage

9
5
3
2
2
2
1

5
5
3
2
2
2

Stowaway Statistics
Last 3 months Last 6 months
Lagos
Takoradi
Conakry
Abidjan
Dakar
Douala
Freetown

1
1
2
1
0
0
0

Last 12 months

3
1
2
1
0
0
0

5
1
3
1
1
1
1

Piracy Statistics
Vessels Attacked
This month
Since start of 2019
Since start of 2018

Crew & Passengers Kidnapped
5
31
191

This month
Since start of 2019
Since start of 2018

13
30
225

Incidents involving security forces and merchant vessels since start of 2018
Embarked Navy Guards
Armed Escort Vessel

21
7

Success rate since start of 2018 (no crew kidnapped and vessel not hijacked)
Embarked Navy Guards
Armed Escort Vessel

100%
85%
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Militancy, Community Conflict and Industrial Action
Militant Activity
Statements & Threats
17 March 2019. A group of Niger Delta activists have warned Buhari to listed to "the will of Rivers
people" following governorship elections 10 days ago. Spokesperson "General" Izon Ebi criticised
the handling of the elections and use of the Nigerian Army during the poltical process. The
statement included the threat that "anything short of the people's will would lead to a full-blown oil
war on the Nigerian economy".
19 March 2019. The Nigerian Navy handed over to the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission
the vessel MV Swordfish 5 (IMO 9572408) and its crew for carrying illegally bunkered diesel.

Attacks
No incidents to report

Community Conflict
14 March 2019. 7 passengers, including an injured Nigerian Navy officer, kidnapped from a bus in
Ikwerre LGA, Rivers State were released through intervention from the Commander of the antikidnapping unit.
16 March 2019. 6 persons killed by members of the Icelanders cult group in Khana LGA, Rivers
State. The victims are believed to be members of the Deebam cult group.
18 March 2019. 3 National Youth Service Corps members working in Delta State were shot and
wounded by gunmen during an armed robbery.

Industrial Action
No incidents to report.

Current Militant Threat Level: MEDIUM
Current Community Threat Level: HIGH
Current Strike/Industrial Action Threat Level: MEDIUM
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West Africa Shipping News
Shipping News
Retired Nigerian Navy Admiral Dele Ezioba has stated that piracy attacks have
been linked to off-duty crew members that lead others to attack their own vessels,
and also stated that the Nigerian Navy should be the "lead agency in the fight to
combat piracy", and that the lack of an efficient regulatory body is responsible for
lapses in Nigerian waters. The admiral also claimed that the $195 million maritime
security contract awarded to HIL Security Systems and Technologies would fail.
Shell has stated that its operations in Nigeria could be impacted if the business
environment in Nigeria deteriorates, citing the recent claim from Nigeria for
payment of unpaid taxes.
Total have been awarded the exclusive right to begin oil exploration in 3 blocks
(7,8 and 11) within the Nigeria and Sao Tome and Principe Joint Development
Zone.
Eni has made a major discovery in Block 15/06 in Angolan waters, estimated to
contain up to 650 million barrels of light oil.

The guidance and advice in reports issued by Africa Risk Compliance Limited is based on information
received from sources at the time of publication. Africa Risk Compliance Limited shall not be held liable
for any damages, costs or injuries that arise out of the provision of reports, and assumes no liability for
the accuracy of the information provided.
This report is copyright of Africa Risk Compliance Limited © 2019. All rights reserved.
If you wish to use the information provided in this report, express written permission must be received
from Africa Risk Compliance Limited and Africa Risk Compliance Limited must be identified as the
source of the information.
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